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Nationalistic ideology in Bushra Khalfan's novel Dilshad

Abstract

Bushra Khalfan’s novel Dilshad presents numerous narrative events that re-
flect cultural patterns in Omani society in general and the communities of
Muscat and Muttrah in particular. The events of the novel took place in these
two cities during the period spanning from before World War I to after World
War II. These cultural patterns were diverse due to the coexistence of various
.nationalities, religions and cultures within a shared space

The significance of this study lies in its focus on the ideological pattern of
nationalism in Dilshad. It seeks to explore national diversity and its impact on
other cultural patterns, whether explicit or implicit, and to uncover the refer-
.ences which gave rise to these patterns

The present study did not aim to examine all the cultural patterns which were
prominantely featured in Dilshad, nor did it aim to address the entirety of the
ideological pattern. Given the scope of this research, the researchers limited
their analysis to nationalistic ideology and exclude other ideological patterns
in order to provide an in-depth scientific exploration. To that effect, the study
employed cultural criticism and draws upon reception and interpretation the-
ories. In terms of structure, the study consists of an introduction and five key
sections which are national identities in narrative literature, national identities
in the novel Dilshad, the transformation from one national identity to another,
the relationship between national identities in the novel and nationalism and
the identity conflict.

Keywords: Cultural patterns, Dilshad, nationalistic ideology
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