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Women Contribution to Endowment in Wilayat Al Rustaq during
the Era (12-14 AH/18-20 AD)

Dr. Ali Saeed Al Riyami, Nabil Majid Al Ibri

Head of the Department of History/ College of Arts and Social Sciences/ Sultan Qaboos University,
Researcher concerned with the endowment issues in Oman

Abstract:

Endowments epitomize an enduring facet of social interdependence across the annals of Islamic history. A meticulous examination of
endowments reveals a myriad of contributions from diverse segments of society. Those who delve into the realm of endowments are
met with an inexhaustible tapestry of interconnected varieties that have significantly bolstered the well-being of numerous segments,
including orphans, the impoverished, and the infirm. This, in turn, has catalyzed the attainment of profound social interdependence
and a reaffirmation of the cherished values of philanthropy and compassion within society.Omani women residing in Wilayat Al
Rustaq were not isolated from the burgeoning spread of the endowment culture in their midst. They personified their role in social
partnership by actively participating in the reinvigoration of the endowment institution within the Wilayat. Their contributions
spanned a wide spectrum, encompassing economic, social, scientific, healthcare, and security domains.The overarching aim of this
paper is to meticulously uncover the multifaceted role played by women in the endowment landscape of Wilayat Al Rustaq during the
era spanning 14-12 AH/18-20 AD. It seeks to illuminate their profound contributions to the endowment ecosystem, dissect the specific
categories of endowments they engaged with, and delineate the beneficiaries of their benevolent efforts.To accomplish this goal, the
paper posits a fundamental question: What roles did women in Wilayat Al Rustaq assume in terms of social responsibility through
their involvement in endowments? What strides did these women take in pursuit of this noble cause? Which categories of
endowments witnessed the active participation of women, and what were the boundaries of their impact on meeting societal needs
and fostering social interdependence?

The research is structured into a preface and two discernible sections: the first section provides a comprehensive exploration of the
significance and historical evolution of endowments in the city of Al Rustaq, while the second section delves deep into the pivotal
contributions of women to the endowment landscape in Wilayat Al Rustaq. In conclusion, the paper distills the salient findings and
proffers actionable recommendations for the future.

Keywords: Endowment, Al Rustagq, Social Interdependence, Social Partnership, Social Responsibility.
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