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The Contribution of Women’s Endowments to Security and Social Peace during the
Ottoman Era: A Historical Study through the Records of Sharia Courts in Algeria

Bogfala
Professor of Higher Education
ouddene.boughoufala@univ-tiaret.dz

Abstract:

This paper aims to study women's waqfs in Algerian cities during the Ottoman era (1519 -1830). Many Algerian
cities in the Ottoman period such as the city of Algiers, Blida, Miliana, Médéa, Mazouna and Constantine had
experienced the phenomenon of ‘women’s waqfs'. Our study relies on official documents preserved in the Algerian
National Archives below:

- The records of ‘SijillatBayt al- Baylik’
- The courts records known as ‘Sijillatal Mahakim al-Shar‘iya’

These documents constitute a rich corpus directly related to our topic, namely, ‘women'’s waqfs' (« Awqaf al-nisd'»,
wagf endowed by or for women). They help to shed light on the social role of the women in Ottoman society in
Algeria as well as their financial responsibility.

In terms of her relationship to the foundation, the woman was a wife, a mother or a sister of an endower as well as
being a beneficiary. She was also, in some cases, the endower of the habous (wagf) foundation. In all cases, the
rights and obligations of the individual woman or man within the waqf institutions are predetermined by several
conditions which were established beforehand. Some of these conditions place the man and the woman on an
equal rank, but in other cases, a waqf may favor men even when the waqf in question is endowed by a woman.
Keywords: Waqf, Woman, Society Archives, Algeria
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