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Ways to enable women's participation in achieving development and
sustainability of the endowment sector

Dr. Abdelkader Ben Azouz

Abstract:

This research paper addresses the role of women in the development and enhancement of the socio-
economic sphere within the framework of Islamic Sharia laws. Women contribute efficiently and
distinctively to various domains of charitable activities and endowments. The research sheds light on
some shining examples from the history of the Islamic nation that highlight women's leadership and
management roles in endowment institutions. For instance, it mentions the supervision of Umm al-
Mu'minin Hafsah - may Allah be pleased with her - over the endowment of Umar - may Allah be
pleased with him - after his passing, as well as her contribution to the establishment of the Fatimah al-
Fihri Endowment for the Qarawiyyin Mosque/University in Fez around 859 CE.

The paper indicates that the presence of women in the waqf and charitable sector reflects the
intellectual, cultural, and civilizational development of Islamic societies. This presence may increase or
decrease based on these factors.

Keywords: Women, Development, Sustainability, Endowment, Socio-economic Solidarity, Non-profit
Sector, Leadership, Empowerment
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