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Wagf objectives and cultural features of women'’s endowments in
the Sultanate of Zanzibar through a study of a group of endowment
documents from 1306 AH/1889 AD to 1363 AH/1944 AD

Saeed bin Rashid bin Saeed Al Salmani
Doctor student

Alsalmani22@gmail.com

Abstract:

Among the most significant aspects of social life in Zanzibar, this study highlighted the prevalence of
Wagf culture among all members of society. Thus, the Sultanate prospered economically and
culturally, allowing all races, minorities, sects, and religions to live together in peace and harmony.
Moreover, this study revealed that Zanzibar has a large number of women's Wagqf, which are
comparable to men's Waqf. Several factors contribute to Zanzibar's large number of Wagqf, including
the strong agricultural sector and its status as a commercial hub in East Africa. Typically, women's
Wagf are created for the benefit of their descendants and freed slaves, but Wagqf can also be created for
religious and social purposes. Additionally, the large number of female donors from wealthy families
characterized Zanzibar. These donors made a significant contribution to charitable activities for
Zanzibar, Oman, Yemen, and the Two Holy Mosques.

Keywords: Document, endowment, women, Zanzibar, Oman.
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