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Endowments of Ottoman women in the Two Holy Mosques
during the period (923-1334 AH/1517-1916 AD)
A historical and documentary study

Dr. Samir Hamdi Al-Hassani
Assistant Doctor of Modern and Contemporary History

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the nature of the endowments of Ottoman women - from the ladies of the
Ottoman palace and others - in the lands of the Two Holy Mosques (Makah and Medina), and to know their
number, the conditions for their endowment, and the extent to which the people of the Two Holy Mosques
benefited from their proceeds, during the Ottoman era, which extends between years (932-1334 AH / 1517-
1916 AD). The importance of this study lies in the fact that it covers a very important period of Islamic
history, which is the Ottoman period, which extended for nearly four centuries. The importance also lies in
explaining the important and historical role of Muslim women in their contribution to various voluntary
works, including the endowment of endowments. The study followed the historical descriptive approach by
collecting the historical material related to the subject, then arranging it and composing it, and then the study
relied on the analytical approach appropriate to the nature of the subject by defining the nature of these
endowments, the purpose of their endowment, and the extent to which beneficiaries benefit from their
proceeds. The study stood on a number of important results, including that Ottoman women participated
with men in confining the various endowments in the countries of the Two Holy Mosques in particular, and
among them were the women of the sultans and their mothers and daughters, along with some princesses
and some women from the general Ottoman society. Among the results also is that the endowments
allocated to the Two Holy Mosques have benefited a wide segment of the people, Boudouris, scholars,
students, and poors, in addition to the pilgrims.

Keywords:The Two Holy Mosques, Mecca, Medina, Endowments, Ottoman, Era, Women's Endowments.
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