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Abstract
The current research study investigates the Aesthetic Employment of Folklore Legacy in

Contemporary Gulf Plastic Arts. it attempts to discover the applications of the heritage and the
folklore legacy with its employment mechanisms of contemporary art in general and
contemporary Gulf art in particular as much as the plastic gulf artist is highly interested in
the inherited folklore from one generation to another and reflects it in paintings. The
researcher uses the descriptive analytical research approach to analyze the study sample
consisting of (5) paintings from (Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, and the Sultanate of
Oman) after a general presentation of aesthetic employment of folklore legacy in the
contemporary Gulf plastic arts including (62) contemporary paintings from different Gulf
countries. The research shows some significant results such as: (1) the Gulf visual artist
proposed scenes from the concept of his popular heritage present in contemporary social life,
(2) the visual artist employed many popular heritage items (Arabic dress, old houses,
costumes, stories, traditions, Agal, markets), (3) the contemporary Gulf artist depend on
his/her visual memory in delineating the events of his realistic themes, inspired by his/her
popular heritage and aesthetically employed in his/her visual scenes, finally, (4) the interest of
the Arab artists lies on highlighting the popular heritage and employing it aesthetically in their
artistic productions. This research concluded with some important recommendations such as the
importance of investigating the beauty and aesthetics concepts and contemporary art
mechanisms; completing aesthetic concepts of imagining time and place, the importance of
depending on foundations of public folklore legacy to discover some aesthetic aspects of art,
finally, carrying out more research studies on investigating aesthetics of Arabic contemporary
design and painting.
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