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The Reality of science teachers' use of inquiry skills included in the
Cambridge curriculum for grades (5-8) from the point of view of the

teachers themselves in Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.

Abstract

The aim of this study was to identify the reality of science teachers' (grades 5-8) use of
scientific inquiry skills included in the Cambridge curriculum in the Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate, describe the obstacles they face when using them, determine their
attitudes towards scientific inquiry and its skills. The descriptive approach was followed
using a questionnaire consisting of (30) items, applied to a sample of (312) science
teachers in the Al Dakhiliyah Governorate during the academic year 2022-2023. It was
found that the average use of scientific inquiry skills by science teachers included in the
Cambridge curriculum is very high. There are statistically significant differences at the
(0.05) level between the means of teachers' use of scientific inquiry skills attributed to
gender in favor of females. There are no statistically significant differences between the
means of using scientific inquiry skills attributed to variables such as years of experience
and teaching load. The results also indicated that science teachers in the Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate face several obstacles to using scientific inquiry skills, with time constraints
during class being the most prominent, followed by high student density in the
classroom, then the abundance of tasks assigned to the teacher, and finally the lack of
necessary tools for implementing inquiry activities. Furthermore, the results showed
that the attitudes of science teachers (grades 5-8) in the Al Dakhiliyah Governorate
towards scientific inquiry skills included in the Cambridge curriculum are very high. The
researcher recommended several recommendations, including: monitoring the
implementation of all scientific inquiry skills, encouraging the practice of teaching
through scientific inquiry by supervisors and administration, as well as incorporating
training programs for new teachers on scientific inquiry skills.

Keywords: scientific inquiry skills, Cambridge curriculum, science teachers.
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