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An Etymological study of the Terminology Related to the Craft of MaKing

Traditional Dagger (Hanjar) in the Sultanate of Oman

Mohammed Mowaffaq Al-Hassan
Ali Salem Al-Manei

Abstract:

This study seeks to elucidate the importance of etymological studies
through an applied study on a group of terms related to the craft of
making daggers in the Sultanate of Oman.

Study adopted the etymological approach, which is based on the
comparative historical analysis of the words in order to reach the linguistic
origin from which they are derived. It distinguishes the words that have
Arabic roots, and the extraneous words that were borrowed from other
languages, if any. Then it studies the phonetic and semantic changes
that these words went through until they reached their current form.by
showing its source and the origin from which it descended distinguishing
the words that have Arabic roots from the extraneous words that were
borrowed from other languages, if any. Then study investigates the
phonetic and semantic changes that these words have undergone until
they reached their current form.

Study concluded that the vast majority of the terms under study are of
Arab origin, and a few of them are foreign of Persian origin located in
the field of manufacturing tools and materials. Study also concluded a

set of phonemic changes that occur in the pronunciation of Arabic words.

Keywords: Etymology; Cultural heritage; Traditional Crafts; Omani
dagger; Oman
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