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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the importance of the gum-arabic
tree (Acacia Senegal), which is unique to the Governorate of Dhofar
without the rest of the regions of the Arabian Peninsula. It is called “Tur”
/0iir/ locally, and the gum arabic called “Malukh” /malox/, which has high
medicinal and nutritional value. The literature studies indicate that gum-
arabic was exported from the ports of Dhofar to international markets in
large quantities and at high prices. Moreover, through studies related to
this tree, it was found problematic in determining the identity of the tree
on the one hand, and a confusion between its gum-arabic and other gums
and resins on the other hand. Accordingly, the current study seeks to reveal
this confusion, and compare the current situation of the tree with what it
was in the past, and clarify its uses in the medical and economic fields.
Through collecting information from historical studies, field visits and
interviewing with older narrators; The study concluded that the figures

reported on the production of gum-arabic in the nineteenth century are
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quite realistic; Due to the wide spread of the gum-arabic tree currently in
the Dhofar mountain range, and the continuity of its production of gum-
arabic. Therefore, the study recommends the preparation of advanced
research to study the tree in the Governorate of Dhofar, and to conduct
field surveys to accurately confine the distribution of the gum-arabic

trees.

Keywords: Gum-Arabic, Acacia Senegal, Dhofar, Field Visits,

Medical and Economical Uses.
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