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Contributions of Omanis in the ancient mining of earth ores

Mohammed Al Kindi & Al Muathir Al Kindi

Abstract:

This paper documents the contributions of Omani people in mining of
natural Geo-resources that were utilized and exported throughout various
historical eras. The main theme is to document those types of ground
resources alongside the landmarks, relicts and tools related to their adjacent
processes of exploration, excavation and utilization. The methods applied
in this research are descriptive and historical methods, through the study
of sites and landmarks indicative of those contributions and efforts. We
also attempt to relate the mining techniques to various geological settings
in different areas. The main findings are that the Omani people have had
efforts and contributions in exploration, mining and exploitation of various
ground resources present throughout Oman and concentrated within the
domain of Hajar mountain range. The prominent mineral resources include
raw copper that is extracted mainly from Ophiolite nappes, with processes
of mining, metallurgy industries and exportation of products. There has
also been excavation of Guano from caves for some manufacturing and
agricultural uses. Rock salt has been excavated from evaporites exposed
by salt domes scattered in the interior deserts, for domestic nutritional and
medicinal uses. Natural clay has also been excavated from mudstones or
from alluvial floodplain silts, to be used in materials such as pottery and
Sarooj (traditional building cement). The usage of rocks as building blocks
is an indicator of brilliant efforts in architecture and utilization of suitable
rocks from geological formations proximal to the host towns and villages.
Contributions of lithological usage and artistic skills are present in the usage
of softstone from limited localities in ophiolite and its metamorphic, as well
as making of chert tools and ornaments. There have also been excavations
of Shilajit and Stibnite compounds from Eastern Hajar metamorphic. Key
recommendations are the preservation of those sites and landmarks, and
facilitation for research, heritage and tourism sections.
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