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An Anthology of Modern Omani Elegies
(Commemoration of Scholars)

BY
Dr. Khamis bin Majid Al-Sabbari

Generally speaking, elegiac poetry is thought to be an original theme
that is derived from “Ratha, Rathwa and Rathiya), all denoting
commemorating and praising the qualities of a deceased. Elegies,
commemorating scholars, are considered a recurrent theme in the
modern Omani elegiac poetry. The current research tackles examples
of this theme in the modern Omani poetry through analyzing them
according to the “thematic approach” which investigates the “theme” or
‘recurrent idea’ in his/ her poetry. It, moreover, provides an opportunity
to identify and analyze these texts to reformulate them within his/ her
perception and realization of the interwoven relationships and inter-
textual meanings in the way threads of various colors and fabrics are
interwoven to make an embroidered dress that reflects his/ her taste,
The research tackles nine elegiac poems by four Omani contemporary
poets commemorating four modern Omani scholars. The theme in their
individual poems has deep symbolic expression of the need of the higher
self to it. These themes included alienation, symbolism, blindness and
the lost kingdom, a special theme that not only commemorates the
deceased and praise his/ her qualities but exceeds to handle matters
with great social depth pertaining humans including religion, political
life and society as well.

The commemorating poet takes the commemorated as a symbol of a
noble national cause significant for his/ her higher self, casting some of
his spiritual insightfulness revealing, then, a real predicament the poet
is still bitterly suffering from. He/ she is cager to solve this predicament
through a series of neatly interwoven thematic signals that combine
together to form an integrated poem with varied styles and interrclated
ideas.
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An Analytical and Descriptive Reading of
Exchanges Between Rulers of Oman and
Ottoman Sultans

BY
Dr. Issa bin Mohammed Al Sulaimani

The literature of correspondence did not get proper attention like other
genres of literature such as poetry, novel, drama etc.. One can barely
find studies which tackle the literature of letters and exchanges in a
modern critic language, especially when it is related to the Ottoman
correspondence. This has urged me to write this paper, which tries
to investigate the exchanges between Rulers of Oman and Ottoman
Sultans.

This paper discusses the following:

*The term «letter», how it was developed and classified by the old and
modern generations,

*The types of exchanges between Rulers of Oman and Ottoman Sultans
and their supjects,

» Investigates the discourse language.
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The Book of Al-Jumal Attributed to Al-Khaleel
ibn Ahmed, A Documentary Study

BY
Dr. Mohammed Abdel Fattah Al Amrawi

Long discussion has been registered about the attribution of the book of
Al-Jumal to Al-Khaleel ibn Ahmed (175 A.H.), or to Ibn Shuqair (317
AH).

This study aims to verify claims of attribution of the book as its attribution
will imbly great change to the facts about the history of Arabic Grammar
and its development. The doubt about the attribution of the book goes
back to the time of Ibn Musaar (442 A H.). The manuscripts of the book
and the studies about it were not deviod of contradictions and doubts in
the attribution of the book.

This study is based on the comparison between what has been mentioned
in the book and what Al-khaleel has said in other books, or what has
been narrated from Al-Khaleel in Sibaweih’s book. The study pays
attention to the contradictions in opinions, terminologies and analysis of
syntactic issues between Al-Khaleel and the actual author of the book,
in addition to the issues that do not belong to the time of Al-Khaleel.
The study concludes — for the reasons mentioned- that the book of Al-
Jumal can not be attributed to Al-khaleel ibn Ahmed.
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Ibn Hisham Al Lakhmi’s Directives (577 h) in
Response to Ibn Makki Al Sigalli (501 h)

By
Dr. Ahmad Belkhair

This research deals with the phonetic guidance of Ibn Hisham Al
Lakhmi in his book (Al Madkhal Ila tagweem Al Lisan wo Ta’aleem
Al Bayan) in which he replied to Ibn Makki Al Sigalli’s book (Tathqeef
Al Lisan Wa Talgeen Al Jenan). In the book, Ibn Makki describes the
Arabic Language condition of Sicily during the 6th Hijri century, and
considers the language of common people in his days as flawed and full
of mistakes.

Ibn Hisham challenges Ibn Makki’s claims and qualifies them as mere
illusions.

The aim of this research is to clarify the phonetic system of the Sicilian
people’s Arabic used during the 6th Hijri century, as stated by Ibn
Hisham in the above mentioned book, and to explain his stand regarding
Ibn Makki’s view of those phonetic features.
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«With which an Utterance Becomes a Text»,
A Linguistic Study

By
Dr. Zaher bin Marhoon Al- Dawoodi

This study aims to discover the way in which a proverb in Arabic is
connected, structurally and semantically so as to be one single message,
with content well received by the reader / hearer, and understandable.
Textualists have stated the methods by which elememts of texts are
connected, and the conditions for text coherence fulfilled.

In this study we will trace the tools which connect the structure of
the proverb in Arabic , and to what extent they work structurally and
semantically ; so as to find out the relationship between the structure
and semantic domain in the proverb; since the researcher assumes that
there are strong relations in that respect. It is observed that the structure
of the proverb in Arabic has good connections between elmemts, and
the propositions it contains.

The proverb is a short saying, it is supposed to be free of any complication,
and at the same time, it is supposed to be very rich semantically, and
very clear, understandable, and logical. It is, however, supposed to have
good form stylistically, in term of words and sentences.




Media Language in the poetry of Dhiyab bin
Sakhr Al-Aamri

By
Dr. Abduulaziz Saeed Al Seegh

This study investigates aspects of media language in the poetry of
Dhiyab bin Sakhr Al-Aamri. The study is divided into four sections.
Section I defines media language as a variety that includes various levels
of language performances addressing different categories of people.
This makes it a variety that displays diversity in terms of standard,
colloquial, formal and informal uses.
Section II specifically addresses the issue of dialect. Here I examine the
poet’s diction and identify examples of dialectical expressions in his
poems.
In Section III, I examine the issue of archaism and try to trace examples
of archaic language in the poetry of Al-Aamri. I show that this is perhaps
a special feature of the poet’s diction and at the same time a particular
- level of language that represents a particular point in time in the history
of Arabic. '
Section IV deals with the rhythm and musicality of sounds in some
selected poems by the poet. This is carried out by looking at the prosodic
aspects of the metric structure of lines.
No doubt the phonological dimension is directly relevant to media
language because it represents the highly connotative aspect of language
use and hence its relevance to music. The study tries to bring to light
this crucial aspect of phonemic structure of Al-Aamri>s poetry and
shows its symbolism.
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Ibn Fadhlan in Wonderland: The “Other” in Ibn
Fadhlan’s Journey

By
Dr. Jokha Al Harthi

This paper intends to provide a critical approach to study Ibn Fadhlan’s
significant journey to Turkey, Russia, and the “Khazar” kingdom
(Hungary) as the envoy of the caliph al-Mugtader to the king of
“Saqalibah”. It sheds light on Ibn Fadhlan’s concern with detailed
description of the people he encountered: their food, rituals, currencies,
and their appearances. Apparently, he meant to describe the variety in
land, climate, and even the modes of transport.

This paper discusses the significance of Ibn Fadhlan’s treatise which is
the only eyewitness account of the composition of peoples and forces
- in some regions- between the time of Herodotus and the Dominican
and Franciscan missions to the Mongols in the thirteenth century.
Therefore, no wonder that Ibn Fadlan’s journey, written in Arabic, has
been translated into so many languages. His treatise, or parts of it, have
appeared in English, French, German, Dutch, Danish, Polish, Russian,
Japanese, Persian, and other languages. Moreover, it became a source
of inspiration to some fiction works.

This paper intends also to cast a critical eye on his perception of other
cultures and religions that he encountered during his journey. That
involves several questions about the (language) that he uses in the book
he wrote about his journey. How the language is used to describe “the
others”? Is it an objective language? Does it imply rejection or fear
from different cultures?
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Addressing the other in Popular Culture
Female and community in oral literature

By
Dr. Aisha Al Darmaki

The concept of popular communication refers to the symbolic exchange
between participants within multiple popular contexts. From a socio-
linguistic perspective, communication is a specific discourse which
can touch on different linguistic disciplines like, sociolinguistics and
pragmatics. It is mainly perceived as an act of communication with an
interlocutor as a recipient of the utterance or the text.

The new trend in analyzing acts of discourse is not considered as a
totally new approach in discourse analysis. Yet this theory has added
a new insight into the concept known to classicists: the difference
between an utterance representative / functional goal and what Port
Royal School calls: Reflection or thinking by force or potential.

The speech of the community is either in general terms - male related-
or in specific terms- female related. The difference between the general
and the specific reflects the experience of the community and its wide
knowledge in terms of dichotomy in communication: between the self
and the other; between male and female. In this respect the oral cultural
heritage as a linguistic community pattern represents a significant and
very rich source for a linguistic and pragmatic analysis of its texts.
This research is, therefore, an attempt to analyze the type of discourse
addressed to the other: the female in the Omani cultural heritage
text. The aim of my study is to identify the woman’s identity in the
community culture through a discourse analysis of both prose and
poetic texts from the Omani literary heritage. My analysis will focus on
the verbs in speech as discourse markers and to show how the real self
is depicted in these texts.

My research will be articulated around the following points

First: The component syntax in addressing the other in speech

Second: the willingness of the modal verbs to address the other in speech
Third: the community shared knowledge and how it is reflected in the
oral discourse construction.
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The Local Arabic dialect of Salalah
(A General Approach)

By
Dr. Mohammad b. Salem Al Ma’ashani

This paper addresses the local Arabic dialect of Salalah, the capital of
Dhofar Governorate. It discusses the historical status of this dialect, its
origin and social construction.

The first section of the paper focuses on the dialect’s phonetic phenomena
such as inclination, lengthening short vowels, shortening long vowels,
changing between vowels, types of vowels and the different states of
hamza in this dialect.

The second section looks at the morphology of three-letter-root abstract
nouns, three-letter-root past abstract verbs, augmented past verbs,
derivatives, diminution, indicative connected pronouns, accusative
and genitive pronouns when attached to nouns, verbs and prepositions,
demonstrative pronouns, relative nouns, adverbs, and cohesive devices.
Section three discusses verbal sentences, noun sentence, interrogation,
negation, collocation, agreement in the singular, dual and plural, and
agreement between the number and the numbered.

Section four addresses lexical and semantic phenomena in this dialect.
It divides lexical items into pure words, dialect-specific words, words
shared with other dialects, and words associated with Southern Arabic
which exists in this region.

The paper concludes with a summary of the main findings and four
appendices that include texts and grammatical structures of this dialect.

gl dinyl

| 286 l[DY‘|Ej.}lij|UqU|JJSU[



ABSTRACTS



Adyvisery Council:

Prof. Ahmed bin Khalfan Al-Rawahi
Prof. Abdulaziz bin Yahya Al-Kindi
Prof. Abdullah Mohammed Omezzine

Advisory Board:

Prof. Mohammed Al-Hadi Al-Trabulusi
(Sultan Qaboos University)
Prof. Nihad Al-Musa
~ (Jordanian University)
Prof. Hasan Al-Naami
( University Of King Abdulaziz)
Prof. Steven Spexl
( University Of London, SOAS)

Editor In-chif:
Dr. Mohammed bin Nasser Al-Mahrougqi

Editorial Bord:

Prof. Said Al-Zubaydi
Dr. Khamis bin Jumaa Al-Sabbari
Dr. Syed Bashir Ahmed
Dr. Mohammed Al-Daqga
Dr. Ismaeil Al-Kafri
Secretary:

Saleh Al-Amri
Design:
Khalid Al-Habsi
Cover Design:

Mohammed Nidham

Printed by &E; Establishment for Press, Publication and Advertising



