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Natural and Human Threats to RocK Art in the Wilayat Al Amerat, Sultanate

of Oman

Dr.Saif yousuf Alaghbari
Sulaiman Saleh Al-Rashidi
HABIB MARHOON AL HADI

Abstract

The paper aims to identify the natural and human factors that threaten
rock art sites in the Wilayat Al Amerat in Muscat Governorate in the
Sultanate of Oman, in which researchers conducted a field survey of rock
arts sites for the period between (201921-), where (7) main sites were
found that included (21) rock art sub-sites. The research methodology
was collecting quantitative and qualitative data through a field survey
of all rock art sites in Al Amerat. The results of the research indicated
that the most threatening natural factors for rock art sites are weathering,
erosion, granular fragmentation, humidity, salts and lime residue, rain,
dust and dirt and vegetation. In contrast, the most threatening human
factors are roads, tampering and vandalism, tourism activities, grazing
and livestock movement, and societal and institutional awareness. These
threats varied in the degree of their impact on rock art from one site
to another. The research presented recommendations that could reduce
the risks threatening rock art and raise awareness of the importance of

preserving rock art and employing it in sustainable development.
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