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Ceramic in Neolithic cultures in Mauritania; as an example of Neolithic

cultures in the Western Sahara

Reham ZaKy

Abstract

During Holocene, Sahara had some climate changes, as it was not always
dried and deserted area. It had human activities as it was rich of animals
and plants from the archaeological evidences; fauna, flora and human
remains beside various archaeological materials such as rock art, lithics,
and Ceramic.

Ceramic is considered one of the most remarkable archaeological
resources in Neolithic Mauritania, since it was used in different aspects
in daily life from small water pots to huge storage jars. Ceramic also was
recorded a common funeral good inside the Neolithic burials.

In Later Neolithic culture of Tichiit — Walata in southern east of

Mauritania, ceramic sherds have the impressions of cultivated Pearl
Millet; these sherds have been dated using the Radio-Carbon dating
method. It was proved that cultivation of the Pearl Millet was a main
activity in Tichitt — Walata as the first settled community in Africa —
except the Nile Valley.
This paper discusses the main characteristics of Neolithic ceramic in
Mauritania, in different contexts: daily and funeral from what were found
in Khatt Lemaiteg settlements (as an example in Western Mauritania) and
the cemetery Ain Al-Nouss, and the dating of ceramic shreds of Tichitt
and Walata culture as an evidence of cultivated Pearl Millet in the region
of south-eastern Mauritania about 17501530- B.C.
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Moreau, R. : Le site de Lemdena au Quaternaire recent (région d'AKjoujt- Mauritanie). Bulletin de Liaison - ASEQUA (27,(28-
1970. Pp. 2938-.
? Bathily, M.S. : L'industrie lithique du site néolithique de Khatt Lemaiteg (Mauritanie occidentale). Mém. DEA, Univ. Paris |
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Decalo, S.: Historical Dictionary of the Niger. 3rd edition, Boston & FolKestone: Scarecrow Press. 2012. P.184

* Bathily, M. S., etal. 1998.P.107
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2 Augustin F.C. Holl: Coping with uncertainty: Neolithic life in the Dhar Tichitt-Walata, Mauritania, (ca. 4000- 2300 BP) C. R.
Geoscience (341).2009. Pp.703 -712
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" Munson, P.J. 1971. Pp.83 - 98

2 Amblard, S.: Agricultural evidence and its interpretation on the Dhars Tichitt and Oualata, south-eastern Mauritania. In G.
Pwiti & R. Soper (Eds.). Aspects of African Archaeology. University of Zimbabwe. 1996. Pp. 421-427

* Amblard, S.; Pernes, J.: The Identification of Cultivated Pearl Millet (Pennisetum) Amongst Plant Impressions on Pottery
from Oued Chebbi, Dhar Oualata, Mauritania). The African Archaeological Review (7). 1989. p.118
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! Ferre B., Person A., Amblard -Pison, S.: Direct ostracodic evidence of a Neolithic food crop practice on Dhar Oualata (SE
Mauritania). Neues Jahrbuch fur Geologie und Palaontologie Stuttgart (3). 2001. Pp. 129- 141.

? MacDonald, K. C., Vernet, R., Martinon-Torres, M., &Fuller, D. Q.: Dhar Néma: From early agriculture to metallurgy in
southeastern Mauritania. Azania: Archaeological Research in Africa (44). 2009. Pp. 3 -48

* Amblard, S.; Pernes, J.:1989. p.118

* Vernet, R.; Boulanger, P.: La céramique du cimetiere de I'Ain en Nouss en Mauritanie occidentale (3965 BP) Préhistoire en
Afrique, Actes du XIVe Congres de I'UISPP. Universiteé de Liege, Belgique, Septembre 2001. BAR. Oxford, 2006. Pp.119126-
° Bathily, M. S, etal 1998 P.145
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" Gallin, A. : Les styles céramiques de la nécropole d'Aln en Nouss, Mauritanie occidentale in : Les marges saharo-
sahéliennes de I'Afrique de I'Ouest. Theme 3 : Afrique de I'Ouest atlantique, Vernet R. Ed., NouaKchott / DaKar / Paris,
Université / IFAN / CAD / Ministere des affaires étrangéres. (Rapport d'activites 2002), 2002. Pp. 2325-.
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