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The religious aspect of the Portuguese colonial existence in Oman from the

beginning of the sixteenth century until the mid-seventeenth century.

Suleiman Salim Alhusseini

Abstract:

Abstract: The study deals with the Catholic religious’ presence
accompanying the Portuguese colonization of Oman, which began
with the arrival of the fleet led by Afonso de Albuquerque in 1507 and
ended with the liberation of Muscat by Omani forces in 1650. The study
discusses the importance of religion as represented by Catholicism in
Portuguese colonial campaigns, and the Portuguese friars' first attempts
to establish their presence in Muscat; the devolution of the religious
mission to the Augustine Order, who established St. Augustine's
Convent in Muscat which became the starting point for the Order’s
religious, medical and military activities in Oman and beyond. The study
relies on the Portuguese documents that were published in Al-Salimi,
Abdulrahman & Jansen, Michael. (2015). The study concludes that the
Portuguese friars who accompanied the Portuguese colonial presence in
Oman served Portuguese colonial goals and resided under the protection
of the Portuguese naval army. The Portuguese priests did not associate
with Omanis in any form of cultural and social relations. They looked
at Omanis as enemies and stood up against their wishes to liberate their
land from the Portuguese.

Key words: Portuguese militant occupation, Augustine order, convent of

Saint Augustine, Muscat.
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(1) Al-Salimi, Abdulrahman & Jansen, Michael. (2015). Portugal in the sea of Oman: religion and politics. George Olms Verlag
AG, Germani.
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( 3) Birch, Walter de Gray. (2010). The commentaries of the Great Afonso Dalboquerque, second viceroy of India: Translated
from the Portuguese edition of 1774, Volume 1& 4 New YorK, Cambridge University Press
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(1) Al-Salimi, Abdulrahman & Jansen, Michael. (2015). Documentos Remetido da India, Livro 37, fol. 374. (T8 /5)
(2) Al-Salimi, A. &Jansen, M. (2015). Chancelaria de D. Filipe Il, Livro 35, fol. 164v.o (T5 /26)
(3) Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Chancelaria de D. Joao IV, Livro 16, fol. 3132-. (T9 /35)
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(2) Cunha, Joao Teles (2013). Oman and Omanis in Portuguese Sources in the Early Modern Period (ca. 1500- 1750)
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(1)Morgan, Jim (2012). The Text of Dum Diversas. https://jimmorgan.wordpress.com/201207/06//the-text-of-dum-
diversas/ (accessed August 28,2022).
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9 Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Manuscritos da Livraria, 1699, fol. 1146- Goa, 241669/12/. (T10285/)
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" Flannery (2013)
2 Al-Salimi, A. &Jansen, M. (2015). Documentos Remetido da India, Livro 15, fol. 186v.0 (T5 /205).

A
dsclaizul pglal 55\7/\ 50

Y Yy Ul suatt . oY1 Azl



pire bl gyill daiio Juis pite gusbudl gl &l go Jlac (16 Juleipll gnylasiwl 5gagh yrigall wilyl -v

Ahdl o e ady eI Gy Al i ) g Jalo D8l dahaiall (g
o>t bae i€l iad ) (igreja ) Aallad ) AadSh) (e 53 sala (33 5all)
el a8 Jala a5y 5 (D M ) 3 s o) L 8 A€ (S el &l

O DL Y a0
O sl bt ) cilipandll Jals ady cplane ol Guadll yo gl 2S5 Laa g
i) i) Axlll alall Ual) IS5 (3 Gudaal) (o elga A (il g Jabina
(o Otabs pa 2Dl 48| a8 o8 458Ul (Gil Eanes de Noronha -U s s (52
ale & haise 8 (palladyll juala g2 Ab e (g sl aleY) Gl 28 Cap
i alal) Ul S5 cpdat 5f Gl iy 8 adlelaia) diay (IS 21648
o Gty s (sSue Glgde W pumny s cclelaiay) Gl Gl
e (53 Garsl) QY gl Gy QIS 8 el GUailll Sy g 5LAT Gl s
Sall J¥l cpelaialy) palaa 44K, (Luis de Madre de Deus - s (52
galall A" lipanil) @l Jals a8y yall o Y1 plaial) pana 83555
02 (b caney Aalil) oda b 5 Al s Al g Gl s (g e
il i s plall Ul 4l yig 4s el Galaall plaial a5 ¢pplane §Y)

O b5 o

Jinol) nE o o Jabauégl guadll pal Gl wll oo il
) mEET]
0o 0 Mad ) Jinall a sl sl dan | Jaane (sl ol Guall yaal S

" Carvalho, E. K. de. Saint Augustine's Convent. https://hpip.org/en/Heritage/Details/1676. (accessed September 11, 2022)
Carvalho, E. K. de. Fort Mirani. https://hpip.org/en/Heritage/Details/218. (accessed September 11, 2022)
2 Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Documentos Remetido da India, Livro 59, fol. 6869-. (T9 /321)
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1 Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Manuscritos da Livraria, 674, fol. 270v.0- 273. (T6288/)

A
53 dsclaizul pglal 5%

pY YV sVl sl Jo¥I il



aop AaB 8 sad ) Akl e J ) cplace Y1 ol ) aaes
Ollad ) QAU adld] 38 5aS Lo 50 daled 5 i) Al AilSa 5 5l Ul
Aiaall 33l gplane ) Gla l J8 e g pad e Adlaiall 8 agd ol
o] a8y il g pall ) sl s cdafse b ab 0 ) ikl 8
ca s sl Y1) 3ST xaill 5 (81 pall s mdall g lae 8 Cplane Y15 0l
gl b Cphue V) ellue gl Jl alBY) aledl (i) (Gaspar de Amorim
Liise ol () saall Hsall e llall 1) 01636 il 8 (B Leian Al
L8 Y O a Jaasa 53 G )" 14l 56 Alaiall 8 s jal) 3 5ds (3lalia

M s A ) 8 Faaal) Jlae e 5 AleSl (Grcaall a8y clill
oo i b Gahe o Gl pal dal i) dnall Ll sl
peidle 5 ln U Jae o plal all ey il 5 il 58l 5 ool dpaalaiil) sl o)

eellee s agalea s aeiladil 5 2V (a gl 8y (380 3 (s AV Dl 5ally

8yl daeunllg oAl il
s J5Y) BAI L aE ) il Lgaalat p A IS Al 1) llliaal) dpms
LeSlal Y 5l el Leal) oy A A gall llusall A& (g0 ity i
bl )Y @il LS (Galane oY) s Sl ellie @lld LSlall Lealdai g
Gl e s A5l aSa Caad ady g JUdd) elle ay Agllas )
Lassl Ll aigdl dea 8 Gl (il Al Gl el (5 3]
L L 5 pse Jads Ly 81 (35 5 Lansl (gl periasal darale () sl )
llie Led Loy 4l ) LeSllise alita 4dlas ) 4.8 alS il )Y el
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@Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Conselho Geral do Santo Oficio, Maco 33, n.o, fol. 1924-v.°. (T10 /205)
)Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Conselho Geral do Santo Oficio, Maco 33, n.o 1, fol. 3746-v.°. (T10 /133)
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20 Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Manuscritos da Livraria, 1699, fol. 1146-. (T10 /285)
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@IAI-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Manuscritos da Livraria, 1699, fol. 1146-. (T10 /287)
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2} Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Documentos Remetido da India, Livro 56, fol. 7677-v.° (T9 /377)
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1 Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Documentos Remetido da India, Livro 59, fol. 88. (T9 /385)
' Manuscritos da Livraria, 1699, fol. 1146-. (T10287/) Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015).
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" Al-Salimi, A. & Jansen, M. (2015). Manuscritos da Livraria, 674, fol.267 -270v.°. (T6 /283)
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