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Abstract:

Literary Value of Omani Biographical Anthologies

Any text has a semantic basis represented in its content and a syntactic level (lexicon)
represented in the expression of the ideas, as perceived by the writer, by employing words
and phrases and further developing them into communication of various lengths to convey
the intended meanings. The impressive syntactic structure of the messages and the creative
use of the language demonstrate the writer’s ability to convey his purpose vividly and
capture the attention of the reader or recipient. Arab culture exalted and glorified the art
of anthologies considerably and eventually led to the emergence of “the art of anthology
writing”. The Omani writers too have followed suit and penned their anthologies in line
with the general Arab cultural style. However, due to the peculiarity of Omani culture,
albeit there might be scope for variations.

The Omani anthologies have in general attempted to convey certain contents that
tackle the daily life problems encountered by the Omani society. They did not only intend
their anthologies to address the challenges of their time but went way beyond their time
space, which illustrates why they were so careful about the form and the content of the
anthologies. To that end, they developed the general structural features in their texts and
availed on the religious, cultural and historical heritage. In their narration of the events,
they followed the simulation method to vividly portray the events and sayings so that some
of their texts emerged in kind of imagery narration that appeals to the aesthetic tastes of
the readers and evokes the kind of sensations and captivates their emotions.

In this research, I have discussed the Omani art of anthology writing through different
historical stages. I have concluded that the anthologies of the earlier period prior to division
and conflict due to the removal of Imam Al-Salt bin Malik in YVYH was more creative and
more inclined towards the literary genres. Therefore, they represented civilizational texts
in literary forms. As for the eloquent expressions, most of the anthology writers have
managed to select the most attainably convenient expressions and avoided the outlandish
ones. Therefore, the wording and construction of their anthologies generally reflected
their overwhelmingly mystical and religious leanings. However, in matters of brevity
and elaboration, the anthologies were markedly different depending on the motive of the

writer, subject and purpose of the anthologies and the prevailing circumstances.

The writers have used figurative language only reservedly and avoided empty and
purposeless expressions. Rather, their anthologies were spontaneous, intuitive and quite

devoid of artificiality and unnaturalness.
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