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Ego in the Imagination of Omani Historians
of East Africa - the Book “Juhainat al-
Akhbar” as a Sample

Abstract:

Omanis presence 1in FEast Africa was
accompanied by cultural and civil existence that had
different dimensions. The literary discourse stands
out as one of the phenomena that deserve to be studied
in a systematic manner to produce an understanding
of this civil contribution that had clearly recognizable
benefits and advantages in that geographical area.

This study investigates the image of the ego in
the imagination of Omani Historians while they
compile East African history. We chose the book
Juhainat al-Akhbar because it represents the most
comprehensive source for such a study.

The study examines the historical discourse in
this book based on the analytical methodology.
Regardless of the facts narrated in the book, the study
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highlights the appearance of the ego in this historical
work.

The writer has not only highlighted the ego in
his book, but added to it an analytic dimension as
well, the most respectable addition he included is his
critique of the ego, giving very valuable information
to those attempting to evaluate that era in history.

He presented the combined ego of the Arab, the
Omani, the Ibadi and the African in the way it was
perceived and recognized in that culture. The writer
presented a unique blend between all of these ethnic
and intellectual roots producing a valuable document
for study those times.

This paper goes deep in the literary packages
and expressions but aims at illuminating how far a
linguistic product can reflect a civilized community.

Keywords: dialectic, discourse, other, ego.
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