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Flirtation and its Sufi Dimensions as an Introduction to

Understanding Tarjuman al-ashwaq of Mohiuddin bin al-'Arabi

(d. 638 AH)
Dr. Zahir bin Badr Al Gheseini, Sultan Qaboos
University
Ms. Iman Khamis Al-Senani, Ministry of
Education
Abstract:

Tarjuman al-ashwaq by Mohiuddin bin al-'Arabi is one of the most important
books of ancient Sufi poetry, and a poetic addition to the Andalusian literature.
However, it is like a virgin land whose treasures have not yet been discovered.
The current study examines Flirtation and its Sufi Dimensions as an
Introduction to Understanding Tarjuman al-ashwaq of Mohiuddin bin al-
’Arabi. The poetic text of this book represents the maximum degree of
"language deviation”. The study found that the intersections between the
language of the poet and the language of the Sufi are within the same
imaginary dimension, but they have a different style. The aesthetics of the poet
were evident in his poetic text, but there is no presence of the Sufi in the poetic
text as it is very close to the vague world of Sufism which is as vague as the
world of poetry.

*key words: Tarjuman al-ashwagq, ibn ‘Arabi, Flirtation, Sufism, deviation.
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